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TANG POEMS

Li Bai - Du Fu - Wang Wei
with the English verse of Herbert A. Giles
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TANG POEMS

Night Thoughts

LI BAI - 701-762

I wake, and moonbeams play around my bed,
Glittering like hoar-frost to my wondering eyes;
Up towards the glorious moon I raise my head,
Then lay me down,—and thoughts of home arise.
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Uik chuang, now written JK: a bed. Some commentators read it as the
railing round a well, others as a folding seat set out in the courtyard; Giles
keeps the bed.

2 WJH mingyue, the bright moon. The collected works of Li Bai read LA
here, the moon over the hills, and & H ¢ in the first line; the 1705 edition of
all Tang poetry reads LI H but keeps B§H¢. This page follows the anthology
of 1763, the text Chinese children learn by heart. % xiang rhymes with Jt:
guang and 7 shuang at the ends of the first two lines; Giles rhymes his
quatrain on alternate lines instead.
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Drinking Alone under the Moon

LI BAI - 701-762

An arbour of flowers and a kettle of wine:

Alas! in the bowers no companion is mine.

Then the moon sheds her rays on my goblet and me,
And my shadow betrays we’re a party of three.

Though the moon cannot swallow her share of the grog,
And my shadow must follow wherever I jog,—

Yet their friendship I'll borrow and gaily carouse,

And laugh away sorrow while spring-time allows.

See the moon,—how she glances response to my song;
See my shadow,—it dances so lightly along!

While sober I feel you are both my good friends;
When drunken I reel, our companionship ends.

But we’ll soon have a greeting without a good-bye,

At our next merry meeting away in the sky.
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I = A san rén, three people: the poet, the moon and his shadow.

2 i jiang: here it joins A to #, the moon to the shadow.

S JENEIE wiqing you: a friendship with companions who feel nothing, the
moon and the shadow; the poet binds himself to it for good. 2£# ynhan:

the Milky Way, where the three will meet again, away in the sky. The rhyme
changes at the ninth line, where the third stanza of Giles begins.
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Stop-short

DU FU - 712-770

White gleam the gulls across the darkling tide,

On the green hills the red flowers seem to burn;
Alas! I see another spring has died....

When will it come—the day of my return?
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1 % y(, all the more: against the green of the river the birds look whiter
still. X% yu ran, about to catch fire: the red of the flowers, which in Giles
seem to burn.

2 B#4F gul nian, the year of going home. Du Fu wrote this quatrain, the
second of a pair, in the spring of 764 at Chengdu, where the war in the
north had driven him.
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The Bamboo Lodge

WANG WEI - 701-761

Beneath the bamboo grove, alone,
I seize my lute and sit and croon;
No ear to hear me, save mine own:
No eye to see me—save the moon.
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! I youhuang: a deep, dark grove of bamboo. Kl chang xiao: a long
whistle through pursed lips, the art of recluses; in Giles the poet croons.
The Bamboo Lodge was one of twenty places on the estate of Wang Wei
at Wangchuan, south-east of the Tang capital, and he gave each of them a
quatrain in #d)[[£;, the Wangchuan collection.
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A note on the text

ABOUT THIS EDITION

The Chinese poems follow Three Hundred Tang Poems, the an-
thology Sun Zhu compiled in 1763 under the name Hengtang
Tuishi, except Du Fu’s quatrain, which is notin it and is printed
as the Complete Tang Poems of 1705 gives it. All four are taken
from Wikisource in traditional characters, with the old forms
of some characters as found there.

The English verse is Herbert A. Giles’s, as he printed it in
A History of Chinese Literature (1901), where the poems have no
titles; the English titles are this edition’s. Giles wrote Li Po and
Tu Fufor Li Bai and Du Fu, and called the four-line jueju a “stop-
short”, which gives Du Fu’s poem its English name. His rhymes,
indents and punctuation are kept; the moonlight poem, which
his book printed in half-lines, is set here in whole lines.

Each Chinese poem is set two lines of verse to a row, so
that every row faces the two lines of English that render it.
The space between the stanzas of the moonlight poem is the
editor’s, added on both pages.

Set in Noto Serif TC, LXGW WenKai TC and Noto Sans TC for the Chinese, Source Serif 4 and Source
Sans 3 for the English, all under the SIL Open Font License - Chinese text: Wikisource - English verse:
H. A. Giles, A History of Chinese Literature, 1901, Project Gutenberg eBook 43711
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